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The Officers and Directors of the
National Caves Association
Wishes You and Your Family and Cave Staff,
A Blessed Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, and
A Most Joyous New Year!
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Member News
Get Well Wishes...
To Wally Stallings our Affiliate member from Interstate Graphics of Morristown,
Inc. who took a fall dislocating his hip and broke his femur in more than one
place. Wally spent some extra time in the hospital due to some complications.

We Extend Our Deepest Sympathy...
To Joe Proctor and his family of Shenandoah Caverns on the passing of his
mother, Barbara Proctor.
To Robby Black and his family of Cumberland Caverns on the passing of his
father William Lloyd Black, Jr.

Deep-Darkness Cave Exploring
Adventure Opens
Indiana Cavern's Deep Darkness Cave Exploring Adventure hosted its first paid trip on Saturday November 14th. Deep
Darkness is a relatively high end, very challenging cave exploring trip into the lower levels of Indiana Caverns.
Although access to the lower levels is possible through the
drain of the underground river of the Indiana Cavern's tour
route, no sane person would want to get down to Deep
Darkness that way. It requires crawling through dangerous
breakdown, negotiating several bathtubs with on 2-3 inches of
airspace descending a 45-foot scaling pole and traversing
several miles of very wet passages with very tight constrictions
all to arrive in the lower levels only 85 feet below the tour route.
In September, we had
a 93-foot deep hole
drilled
to
provide
direct access to the
lower levels of Indiana
Massive Breakdown often terminates cave passages forcing Caverns. Once the
cavers to blast or dig to make bypass to continue exploration. entrance was opened,
we installed 93 feet of
Photo by Adam Haydock
aluminum ladder, put
a well-sealed cap over the 30 inch opening and the placed a 12x24 foot portable
wood building over the entrance. A 2000 foot trail leads through the woods from
the visitor's center (newly purchased property) to Deep Darkness entrance.
We hired the national
coordinator of the
National Cave Rescue
Commission to help
us install the belay
system to get trip
participants safely inand-out of the cave
plus to rig the rappel
route down the steep Photo Sarah Blevins, lead guide for Deep
underground mountain Darkness cave exploring trips, starts down the
at the bottom of the 93 foot ladder.
entrance drop. We
lowered 10 sit-on top kayaks down the hole and drug them up
the river to the point where the deep water starts. Participants
get to kayak about 2000 feet up the river and back, if water
Ten sit-on top kayaks were lowered down the hole to the river.
levels are low. At one point, it is necessary to lay down in your
kayak and use your hands to move slowly below the low ceiling to the point where ceiling rises and the passage enlarges
again. Participants get to see many large cavefish on every trip unless the water is muddy from recent high water.
Everyone absolutely loves kayaking in the cave. The entrance climb is adrenaline pumping; but the underground kayaking
is really the highlight for participants.
The maximum number of participants is nine plus the guide. Another cavern staff person is required to assist climbers as
they descend and ascend out of the entrance shaft, but they don't accompany the trip once underground. The normal trip
takes about 4 hours, but if it is a full group and they aren't real adept at climbing or scrambling, a trip can last five hours.
From the time they arrive to the time they leave is normally 5 1/2 to 6 hours.

We are currently charging $95 per person for the trip and our first participants think it is well-worth the money.Some
participants are really tired at the end of the trip; but they go home with great memories and a real feeling of
accomplishment.
Trips are available year-round, but reservations must be made a minimum of 10 days in advance. You can check out
our Deep Darkness page on our website by clicking on "cave tours & trips at the top of our home page. Then click on
"cave exploring trip".
The opening of the new exploring trip has already given Indiana Caverns several great opportunities for great media
coverage.

Gary Roberson
Indiana Caverns

NCA Buyers at the Tennessee Show
Lucky Money Winners
Jeremy Stiles of Pikes Peak Rock Shop
hands Laura Allen of Marengo Cave a
$100 bill and Greg Beckler of Natural
Stone Bridge & Caves Park shows off his
winning $100 bill. Both are recipients from
the daily show drawings.

Annual Buyers Dinner
For several years now, those
NCA members who attend the
gift show are invited to the
annual buyers dinner held
on Wednesday evening
of the show. Thanks to
Susan Mills of M & M Gift
Shows for sponsoring the
dinner
and
Claudia
Yundt for organizing.

Like A Mini-Convention
Many of our members gather
around town after a long day of
shopping for a little fun and
relaxation

We had a wonderful ISCA Meeting in Germany and Austria that was well attended by delegates from the USA including:
Tom Summers (Cave Without A Name); Rod & Isabel Graves (Luray Caverns); Mark & Jenni Bishop (Niagara Cave); Eric
& Janine, Calle, Elleree, Marra & Zhoe Evans (Ohio Caverns); and my mother Joye Wuest attended along with me
(Natural Bridge Caverns). NCA members David Summers & Debbie Ray (Crystal Caves of Bermuda) also attended.
Our hosts were Yvonne Wagner of Saalfelder Feengrotten Cave & Park in
Germany and Friedrich Oodl of Eisriesenwelt Werfen Ice Cave in Austria.
They put together a wonderful program that started with a pre-program trip to
Berlin October 15-17. Attendees toured the city, saw remains of the Berlin
wall, sightseeing boat trip down the river Spree, saw “The Wyld – Out of this
world” best show in
Berlin.
I missed the preprogram in Berlin due
to a trip to the ISCA
office in Genga, Italy
and meetings with our
Secretary / Treasurer
Renata Marinelli and
the Frasassi Cave
administration.
Past
ISCA President David
Summers and Debbie
Eisriesenwelt Ice Cave in Austria. Eric Evans Ray also joined my
standing next to Dr. Friedrich Oodl who is one of mother, Joye, and me for these meetings, as well as a tour of Genga, the
Genga Castle and Frasassi Cave. And while in Genga I even had the fortune
the owners as well as ISCA Vice President.
to ride in a really fast red Ferrari! Frasassi Cave will be hosting the next ISCA
Congress in 2018 in Genga. It is a beautiful region of Italy, Frasassi is a huge spectacular cave, superbly developed. The
wonderful Italian food and wine are other compelling reasons to attend!
The official program part 1 in Germany was Oct. 17-21 in the historic cities of Erfurt, Saalfeld and Weimar. We
experienced the culture, history, ate wonderful German food and drank plenty of wonderful German beer and wine! We
visited castles and cathedrals. We were in the cities of many of the great composers, writers and scholars and clergy of
history. We also toured an old porcelain manufacturing facility, learned the history, and saw artisans making delicate
porcelain figurines.
We visited the Saalfeld Fairy Grottoes www.feengrotten.de which was a very impressive show cave operation. The Fairy
Grottoes is actually an old alum shale mine that filled with formations after it was abandoned. Rediscovered and opened

in 1914 as an exhibition mine, now, it is quite a park with tours of the
grotto, speleotherapy where guests can lay back and take a nap in the
grotto as Rod Graves described in his cave talk article from last month.
They have an excellent state of the art interactive museum and a fairy
themed adventure park on the surface. It was an impressive and diverse
business.
While
in
Germany we
also visited
Barbarossa
Cave which
is
a
fascinating anhydrite cave. Visited a glass factory and rode a
mountain railway.
October 22-24 was spent in Austria where we stayed in the
beautiful city of Salzburg made famous to American‟s by the
movie “Sound of Music”. Of course we did the Sound of Music
tour seeing scenes and sights from the movie. We also toured
old town Salzburg, rode an inclined rail to the fortress
Hohensalzburg for dinner and a classical concert.

We visited our other host cave Eisriesenwelt
www.eisriesenwelt.at which is the largest ice show cave
in the world. The visit started with a bus ride up the
mountain with a spectacular view of the valley below, the
village of Werfen and its castle. We had lunch in
Eisriesenwelt‟s wonderful new visitor‟s center and a
gondola ride up the mountain with a spectacular view as
we hiked up to the cave entrance at the top of the
mountain the view kept getting more and more
spectacular including the distant snow-covered alps!
Eisriesenwelt takes the prize for the most interesting
restrooms which are very well appointed with men‟s and
women‟s facilities in a room that was literally blasted out
of solid rock on the side of the mountain trail before the
cave entrance. The cave is formed in limestone and is a
dynamic glacial cave with wind currents of cold air
moving through the cave and warm air rising out
chimneys. This contributes to the sculpting of the ice formations in the cave. And wow, it‟s a lot of ice! The tour is
predominantly steps of wood with stainless framing and handrails. In an ice cave you don‟t have to worry about mold
growing on the wood! And stairways often have to be adjusted from season to season and wood is easy to work with.

there are no electric lights. Guests carry miner style carbide lanterns and the
guides burn strips of magnesium for additional lighting which all adds to the
wonderful guest experience.
Our last evening was spent with a
medieval dinner in a castle and we
were divided into 3 kingdoms.
David Summers, Tom Summers
and myself were selected as kings
and we had the fun of making
dinner rules for the subjects in our
kingdom, like „‟no drinking with your
right hand!‟‟
Punishment for
breaking
rules
was
quite
entertaining and embarrassing!
In addition to all the fun, we had two very productive ISCA Board Meetings.
Rod Graves, Mark Bishop and David Summers volunteered themselves onto a
membership committee. Plans are being made for the next ISCA Conference
and I‟ll provide information in the next Cave Talk issue about that!
Overall the ISCA meeting was a wonderful chance to explore and experience the caves, culture, architecture, music,
tastes and European flair of Germany and Austria. It also proved to be a great opportunity to network, share, learn and
make friends with show cave owners and operators from around the world.

Brad Wuest
ISCA President

International Association Amusement Parks & Attractions

Sandy Creek Mining Company has been an exhibitor at IAAPA for the past eight years. NCA members helping Woody,
Terrie, Justin & Jason Woodruff this year were Susan Berdeaux, Steve Rawlings, Bernard Ingram, Steve Thompson, and
Bob Holt.

Rushmore Cave Brochure Wins International Award
If you've picked up a Rushmore Cave brochure from an area distribution rack lately, you'll
understand why it's an international award winner!
The 2015 Rushmore Cave brochure, created by the local graphic design firm Ross
Johnson Design Company, was recently awarded 2nd Place in the 2015 International Best
Brochure Competition by the Association of Professional Brochure Distributors (IAPBD).
Dean Sargent, of Certified Folder Display Service, nominated the informational brochure to
the association's membership. The brochure then competed in a field of over 19,000
international entries. Judges from across the US, Mexico, Canada and Europe narrowed
the field down to the top 76, before awarding the Rushmore Cave brochure 2nd place
International Honors. The worldwide competition results were announced at the IAPBD
annual meeting recently in Inverness, Scotland.
"We've been working hard to build the Rushmore Cave brand and showcase all there is to
do at the Rushmore Cave property," said Ross Johnson recently, "and we are certainly
honored to be recognized for our design efforts, both locally and on the international
stage."

Tom & April Hagen
Rushmore Cave

Bat Conservation International Yes it's true!!! You can watch a
video we did with animal jam about bats too!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wiFLrnyeiN8

New Superintendant at
Jewel Cave National Monument
The National Park Service Midwest Regional Office announces that Bonnie
Schwartz, a 25-year veteran of the National Park Service, has been selected as the
new Superintendent of Jewel Cave National Monument. For the past six years
Schwartz has been the Deputy Chief Ranger at Yellowstone. She will begin her
new assignment on January 10th, 2016. Schwartz has held numerous leadership
roles during her career, including the Chief Ranger at Zion National Park and the
interim Deputy Chief of Operations & Policy in the office of Law Enforcement,
Security and Emergency Services in Washington DC. She earned her Bachelors of
Science degree in Parks and Recreation Administration and Communication from
Michigan State University. In announcing the appointment, Midwest Regional
Director Cam Sholly said “I am pleased to welcome Bonnie Schwartz as the
Superintendent of Jewel Cave National Monument. Bonnie is a great fit to lead this park, with her experience in park
management and a proven track record of solving complex problems through collaboration.”

NCA Insurance Column - NCA members’ resource for
insurance information, news, and education
Driver Safety – Winter Driving
Fair or foul weather driving always presents hazards. But winter months present drivers with conditions that are far
different from those they face during the rest of the year.

Brakes:
 Know your brakes: When your brakes lock up on wet and slippery
roads or during a panic stop, you lose steering control and your vehicle
can spin.
 Anti Lock Braking Systems (ABS): In vehicles equipped with
ABS, the driver's foot remains firmly on the brake pedal, allowing the
system to automatically pump the brakes. Rear wheel ABS prevents
wheel lockup so your car stays in a straight line. If your car has ABS
control on all four wheels, you also keep steering control. If you have
steering control, it is possible to avoid a crash by steering around
hazards if a complete stop cannot be accomplished in time.


Get the feel of the road: While braking or accelerating, do so gently. Be aware of how slippery the road is and adjust
your speed accordingly. Rising temperatures greatly increase the slipperiness of ice and snow.



Brake before curves: All vehicles are particularly sensitive to over-powering and over-braking on curves. Unseen
hazards around the bend may require an evasive action, so turn your steering wheel slowly and smoothly, keep a
constant speed in the turn, and pump your brakes carefully if it's necessary to slow down or stop.



Stretch your "following" distance: Knowing that winter surfaces increase stopping distance three to 12 times, the
smart driver increases their normal dry road following distance. Heavy trucks require a longer stopping distance on
slippery roads than passenger cars. Remember… don't tailgate.

Tires:


Make sure you have the right tires: Tires with deep treads are essential for
safe cornering and handling on slippery roads. Check the air pressure
frequently to maintain the manufacturer's recommended pressure.

Visibility:


Be able to see and be seen: Clean all the snow and ice off of your
windshield, other windows, outside mirrors, lights, and reflectors.



Make sure your vehicle is equipped with good wipers: Check that wiper arms exert enough pressure on the
blades to ensure a clean sweep. If moisture or ice builds up on the inside or outside of your windshield, stop and
clean it off.

Lights:


Use proper lights: Never drive with parking lights instead of headlights during late winter afternoons or in the early
evening. Parking lights can cause an oncoming driver to think you are farther away than you are. Keep headlights
clean; dirty headlights can greatly reduce your long-distance vision at night.

Lastly, assure that you and your vehicle are prepared for winter weather with emergency
gear and proper tires, chains, and excellent vehicle maintenance.

FOR SALE
Crystal Cave, Springfield, Missouri
Although not a member of the NCA, this cave and above ground buildings
can be yours for a mere 1.8 million! Residence being sold separately. You
may view the property listing and seller disclosures on this link:
http://members.cavern.com/Content/Members//crystal%20cave%20book.pdf

Thanks to Steve Thompson of Bridal Cave who brought to our
attention the sale of this cave.





















Tucson Gem and Mineral Shows 2016, Tucson, Arizona, January 30 - February 14, 2015
NCA Mid-Winter Board of Directors Meeting, Renaissance Airport Hotel, St. Louis, Missouri, February 29 - March 2, 2016
NCKRI - DeepKarst Conference 2016, Carlsbad, New Mexico, April 11 - 14, 2016
NSS Convention 2016, Ely, Nevada, July 17 - 23, 2016
NCA Convention 2016, Host: Squire Boone Caverns, French Lick, Indiana, September 19 - 23, 2016
Smokey Mountain Gift Show 2016, Gatlinburg, Tennessee, (Dates TBD)
IAAPA 2016, Orlando, Florida, November 8 - 11, 2016
Tucson Gem and Mineral Shows 2017, Tucson, Arizona, January 28 - February 12, 2017
NCA Mid-Winter Board of Directors Meeting, Renaissance Airport Hotel, St. Louis, Missouri, February 26 - March 1, 2017
NSS Convention 2017, Rio Rancho, New Mexico, (Dates TBD)
NCA Convention 2017, Host: Mark Twain Cave, Hannibal, Missouri (Dates TBD)
Smokey Mountain Gift Show 2017, Gatlinburg, Tennessee, (Dates TBD)
IAAPA 2017, Orlando, Florida, November 14 - 17, 2017
Tucson Gem and Mineral Shows 2018, Tucson, Arizona, January 27 - February 11, 2018
NCA Mid-Winter Board of Directors Meeting, Renaissance Airport Hotel, St. Louis, Missouri, February 26 - 28, 2018
NSS Convention 2018, Montana, (Location & Dates TBD)
NCA Convention 2018, Host: Racoon Mountain Caverns, Chattanooga, Tennessee, (Dates TBD)
Smokey Mountain Gift Show 2018, Gatlinburg, Tennessee, (Dates TBD)
IAAPA 2018, Orlando, Florida, November 11 - 16, 2018

Got News?
Please make sure you let Bob Holt know when you have news to share with the membership regarding you and your
cave. It is the goal of the NCA office to produce more issues of Cave Talk and this can only happen when you help with
the sharing of your news. Please send your articles, photographs to bob@cavern.com.

January 2016 Cave Talk Deadline
Please have all articles to Bob Holt no later than December 15. Thank you!

